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MULTI-AWARD WINNER!
STAY GREEN, INC., a multi-award winner in 
the 2022 CLCA Trophy Awards competition, 
took First Place in the Small HOA Maintenance 
category with this outstanding entry, The Preserve 
in Sand Canyon. The awards were announced 
at the Trophy Awards Banquet November 11 as 
part of the CLCA Convention in Indian Wells. 
(See complete awards listing on page 2 and more 
awards photos on page 5.)

Additional Convention photos will appear in the 
January 2023 issue.

Dual Chapter Installation  
Thursday, January 26
• SiteOne, 21361 Deering Ct., Canoga Park

•  2023 State President to install both  
San Fernando Valley and Channel Islands  
chapters board officers

• See pages 3 & 4

FREE BULK LOADING OF COMPOST OFFERED IN CALABASAS• While supplies last• See page 7
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STUART J. SPERBER  
MEMORIAL SWEEPSTAKES AWARD

Sponsored by Devil Mountain Wholesale Nursery

Frank & Grossman Landscape 
Contractors, Inc.

JON R. ALSDORF MEMORIAL AWARD
Sponsored by Everde Growers

Frank & Grossman Landscape 
Contractors, Inc.

GARY VALLEN MEMORIAL AWARD
Sponsored by Zone 24 Landscaping, Inc.

Outscape Concrete & Landscape, Inc.
SPECIAL EFFECTS AWARD

Sponsored by CLCA Insurance Solutions

Andy Gagnon Landscapes, Inc.,  
dba Cricket Pools

JOHN REDMOND MEMORIAL AWARD
Sponsored by Landscape Contractors Insurance Services, Inc.

Medallion Landscapes
HERB FRANK MEMORIAL AWARD

Sponsored by Kellogg Garden Products

K&D Landscaping, Inc.
BOB BAIER MEMORIAL AWARD

Sponsored by Hunter Industries/FX Luminaire

Purlieu Landscapes
EXCELSIOR AWARD

Sponsored by Republic Services

Outscape Concrete & Landscape, Inc.
NELSON COLVIN HUMANITARIAN AWARD

Sponsored by the CLCA Auxiliary 

North Coast Chapter of CLCA

SMALL RESIDENTIAL INSTALLATION
Sponsored by CLCA Insurance Solutions

First Place
Pacific Breeze Landscape

Outstanding Achievement
Purlieu Landscapes

MEDIUM RESIDENTIAL INSTALLATION
Sponsored by Southland Sod Farms

First Place
Pacific Breeze Landscape

Outstanding Achievement
Frank & Grossman Landscape 

Contractors, Inc.

LARGE RESIDENTIAL INSTALLATION
Sponsored by A-G Sod Farms, Inc.

First Place
K&D Landscaping, Inc.

Outstanding Achievement
Frank & Grossman Landscape 

Contractors, Inc.

RESIDENTIAL ESTATE
Sponsored by Ewing Irrigation & Landscape Supply

First Place
Andy Gagnon Landscapes, Inc.  

dba Cricket Pools
Outstanding Achievement

Scenic Scapes, Inc.

RESIDENTIAL ESTATE UNLIMITED
Sponsored by SiteOne Landscape Supply

First Place
Steve Hanson Landscaping

Outstanding Achievement
Autumn Skies Landscapes

LANDSCAPE RENOVATION
Sponsored by Zanker Landscape Materials

First Place
Scenic Scapes, Inc.
Outstanding Achievement

Gardners Landscaping

DESIGN/BUILD
Sponsored by Delta Bluegrass Company

First Place
Rock Paper Scissors Landscape

Outstanding Achievement
Logan Landscape, Inc.

DESIGN/BUILD UNLIMITED
Sponsored by Delta Bluegrass Company

First Place
Frank & Grossman Landscape 

Contractors, Inc.
Outstanding Achievement

Purlieu Landscapes

SMALL COMMERCIAL INSTALLATION
Sponsored by South Coast Wholesale

First Place
Purlieu Landscapes

Outstanding Achievement
Golden Pond Water Plants LLC

XERISCAPE
Sponsored by Zone 24 Landscaping, Inc.

First Place
Purlieu Landscapes

WATER FEATURES
Sponsored by Imperial Sprinkler Supply

First Place
Pacific Breeze Landscape

Outstanding Achievement
Purlieu Landscapes

LIGHTING
Sponsored by Hunter Industries/FX Luminaire 

First Place
Viewpoint Lighting

Outstanding Achievement
Autumn Skies Landscapes

SMALL RESIDENTIAL MAINTENANCE
Sponsored by Jain Irrigation

First Place
Lou Penning Landscape, Inc.

LARGE RESIDENTIAL MAINTENANCE
Sponsored by South Coast Wholesale

First Place
Steve Hanson Landscaping

Outstanding Achievement
Autumn Skies Landscapes

SMALL COMMERCIAL MAINTENANCE
Sponsored by Rainbow Ecoscience

Outstanding Achievement
Golden Pond Water Plants LLC

LARGE COMMERCIAL MAINTENANCE
Sponsored by Landscape Contractors Insurance Services, Inc.

First Place
Bayscape Landscape Management, Inc.

Outstanding Achievement

Bayscape Landscape Management, Inc.

SMALL HOA MAINTENANCE
Sponsored by California Employers Association 

First Place
Stay Green, Inc.
Outstanding Achievement
Stay Green, Inc.

LARGE HOA MAINTENANCE
Sponsored by Weathermatic

First Place
Korotkin Associates, Inc.

Outstanding Achievement
Stay Green, Inc.

APARTMENTS/CONDOS/TOWNHOUSES 
MAINTENANCE

Sponsored by Smith Pipe & Supply, Inc.
First Place

Stay Green, Inc.
Outstanding Achievement

K&D Landscaping, Inc.

HUMANITARIAN AWARD
Sponsored by the CLCA Auxiliary

First Place
Blue Spruce Landscape & Construction, 

Inc.
Outstanding Achievement

East Bay Chapter of CLCA
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE 2022 CLCA TROPHY AWARD WINNERS!CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE 2022 CLCA TROPHY AWARD WINNERS!
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Coming Events, Contact Numbers & More

Subject to Change – Check with Chapter Office First

WATCH FOR LAST-MINUTE CHANGES DUE TO COVID-19
Jan. 5   Board Meeting in person at Millie’s in Van Nuys - 

8am
  24-25 Leadership Conference, Sacramento
        26  Installation of both San Fernando Valley and 

Channel Islands Chapter boards at SiteOne-Canoga 
Park. Milwaukee Tool presenting a program on 
battery operated equipment. Incoming CLCA 
President Evan Moffitt to install 2023 Board. Dinner 
will be from a Taco Truck. SiteOne and Milwaukee 
Tool are sponsoring dinner – No cost to attendees.

Feb.  2 Board Meeting TBA
        23 New Laws TBA
Mar  2 Board Meeting TBA

VICE PRESIDENT MEMBERSHIP 
Steven Kinzler 

S K Landscape Design, Inc. 
818-345-0492 office  

818-345-0494 fax 
818-266-3828 cell 

skinzler@sklandscape.com
VICE PRESIDENT PROGRAMS 

Josh Emeterio 
Specialized Landscape 

Management Services Inc.  
805-520-7590  
661-212-0595 

joshuae@slmlandscape.com
SECRETARY 

Natalie Balyasny 
Landscape Contractors  
Insurance Services, Inc. 

(818) 426-0521 
nbalyasny@lcisinc.com

TREASURER 
Mickey Strauss 

MSM Landscape Services, Inc. 
818-402-4500 

818-361-1788 fax 
 mickey@msmlandscape.net

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Rich Angelo 
StayGreen, Inc. 
800-741-9150 

rangelo@staygreen.com

Nelson Colvin 
Life Member 

818-400-9674 
nellie830@aol.com

Rene Emeterio 
Specialized Landscape 

Management Services Inc. 
805-520-7590 

805-823-5603 cell 
remeterio@slmlandscape.com

AMO REP 
Tom Lucas 

Performance Nursery – Somis 
(310) 925-8075   

tom@performancenursery.com

CHAPTER EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
Jan Veis 

818-772-7233 
sfvclca@gmail.com

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT 
Cindy Strauss 

818-341-2239 Home 
818-620-3540 Cell 

cindystrauss@hotmail.com

VALLEYSCAPE PUBLISHER 
John Hernandez 
626-715-1757 

18466 Dragonera Drive 
Rowland Heights, CA 91748 
eldoradowriters@gmail.com 

FAX 866-591-5093

ASSOCIATE EDITOR/ 
ART DIRECTOR 
Jerry Robin  

J. Robin & Associates  
Graphic Design 
626-644-4239 

jrobinps2@gmail.com

San Fernando Valley Chapter
2022 Board of Directors

PRESIDENT 
Francisco Salazar 

Groundcare Landscape Company 
888-255-5755 

818-970-7592 cell 
francisco@groundcarelc.com

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 
Luis Casas 

Legacy Tree Care 
818-618-7703 

luiscasas@legacytreecare.net

www.clcasfv.org

WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA 
Bronwyn Miller 

Eyescapes 
949-466-1222  

eyescapes@yahoo.com

 plantorders@gtgrowinggrounds.com
twitter.com/GreenThumbGG
www.gtgrowinggrounds.com

SFV 2023 Board Election 
Results Announced

The results of the San Fernando Valley board elections are 
in. Following are the individuals and companies that will 

lead the Chapter in 2023. They will be installed January 26 
at the Dual Chapter Installation of the SFV and Channel 
Islands Chapter boards at SiteOne in Canoga Park.

Chairman: Luis Casas - Legacy Tree Care

President: Francisco Salazar - Groundcare Landscape 
Company

Vice President, Programs: Tom Lucas - Performance 
Nursery

Vice President, Membership: Steven Kinzler - SK Landscape 
Design, Inc.

Secretary: Natalie Balyasny - Landscape Contractors 
Insurance Services, Inc.

Treasurer: Mickey Strauss - MSM Landscape Services, Inc.

AMO Rep: Alec Viceconte –  Milwaukee Tool 
Territory Rep, Landscape 
Trades 
Mobile: (262) 239-6890 
alec.viceconte@milwaukeetool.
com

Additional Board Members

Richard Angelo - Stay Green, Inc.

Rene Emeterio -  Specialized Landscape Management 
Services Inc.

Klaus Kumme - Kumme Landscape

Remove Bronze in July
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President’s Message

FRANCISCO 
SALAZAR 

SFV Chapter 
President  

Groundcare 
Landscape Co.

Core Values

Hello San Fernando Valley CLCA members! 
Happy Holidays to you and may you have a 

Happy New Year.

The end of the year is 
here and with it a new 
list of experiences and 
lessons learned both 
professionally and per-
sonally. We should all 
take the time before the 
ball drops to revisit our 

core values and remind ourselves to push on 
and repledge to our commitments.

Next year let’s feel proud again about helping others, about working 
for our community and connecting with our peers. Let’s also strive 
to better our industry by helping each other and by mentoring our 
peers.

Mark your calendars for January 26th when we will have our Dual 
Chapter Installation Dinner with the Channel Islands Chapter. 
This year it will take place at SiteOne-Canoga Park and will include 
a Product Showcase featuring battery powered landscape tools from 
Milwaukee. The tools will be on display to try out and discuss their 
merits with company reps. SiteOne and Milwaukee Tool are spon-
soring dinner cost. Please contact us to register for this free event.

Finally, I want to thank our hardworking SFV Board for their time, 
their great ideas, and their commitment to the Chapter and our 

members. Working through Covid, Zoom 
calls, water restrictions, and escalating prices, 
they each performed spectacularly well and 
deserve our thanks and appreciation. And, 
if you would like to join them on the Board, 
call me.

We have already begun planning events for 
2023 and are looking forward to another 
great CLCA year. Thank you and Happy 
Holidays! – Francisco

   

We should all take the time before 
the ball drops to revisit our core 
values and remind ourselves 
to push on and repledge to our 
commitments.

You’re Invited!
San Fernando Valley and Channel Islands 

Dual Chapter Installation Dinner
Thursday, January 26, 2023, 5:00 p.m. 

SiteOne–Canoga Park 
21361 Deering Ct., Canoga Park, CA 91304

RSVP to Jan Veis (818) 772-7233, sfvclca@gmail.com
Evan Moffitt, CLCA 2023 State President, will be the Installing Officer.

DON’T MISS IT!
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LARGE RES INSTALLATION First Place goes 
to K&D Landscaping (left). Presenting for 

A-G Sod is Tim Hendricks. 

DESIGN/BUILD UNLIMITED O.A. is 
Purlieu Landscapes (left). Presenting for Sponsor 

Delta Bluegrass is Karina Arreola.

  

MEDIUM RES INSTALLATION First Place 
goes to Pacific Breeze Landscape. Receiving are 
Sal Hernandez (left) and Jose Acevedo (right). 
Presenting for Sponsor Southland Sod Farms is 

John Domenici.

APARTMENTS/CONDOS/TOWNHOUSES 
First Place is Stay Green. Receiving for Stay 

Green is Tim Hendricks (center). Presenting for 
Sponsor Smith Pipe & Supply are Oscar Martinez 

and Raul Guzman.

RES ESTATE UNLIMITED First Place is 
Steve Hanson Landscaping (center). Presenting  

for Sponsor SiteOne Landscape Supply are  
Jaime Lopez (left) and 2023 State President  

Evan Moffitt.

LARGE COMMERCIAL MAINTENANCE 
First Place is Bayscape Landscape Management, 
Tom Ellington (second from left). Presenting for 

Sponsor Landscape Contractors Insurance Services 
are Brian Arnold (left) and Kim Ayala.

GARY VALLEN MEMORIAL AWARD goes 
to Outscape Concrete & Landscape. Receiving for 

winner is Gregory Wrenn (left). Presenting for 
Sponsor Zone 24 Landscaping is Gordon Larson.

  

JOHN REDMOND MEMORIAL AWARD 
goes to Medallion Landscapes. Receiving for 
Medallion Landscapes are Brian Arnold and  
Kim Ayala of Sponsor Landscape Contractors 

Insurance Services.

SPECIAL EFFECTS AWARD goes to Andy 
Gagnon Landscapes/Cricket Pools (center, right). 
Presenting for Sponsor CLCA Insurance Solutions 

is Pam Kinne.

  

SWEEPSTAKES AWARD goes to Frank & 
Grossman Landscape Contractors (left). Presenting 
for Sponsor Devil Mountain Wholesale Nursery is 

Emcee Elizabeth Burns, Past State President.

HERB FRANK MEMORIAL AWARD goes to 
K&D Landscaping (left). Presenting for Sponsor 
Kellogg Garden Products is Past State President 

Tim Hendricks.

XERISCAPE First Place is Purlieu Landscapes. 
Presenting for Sponsor Zone 24 Landscaping is 

Elizabeth Burns.

   

Chapter Suppliers & Friends at State Trophy AwardsChapter Suppliers & Friends at State Trophy Awards
(Partial list. See complete list of winners on page 2.)



Don’t Let the Grinch Steal Your Christmas!

For those of you who know me, you’d say that 
I am a pretty positive guy. As an entrepre-

neur in the most taxed and regulated state in 
the country, I have to remain optimistic 
if Landscape Warehouse is to 
continue growing and 
enjoy the phenomenal 
success that it has. 

But I am also 
a realist. Our success is tied to your 
success…the success of our loyal and 
our new customers. Considering 
that we are all in the same economic 
boat with high inflation and soaring 
gas prices, we must either work harder 
or work smarter to keep our businesses 
thriving.

Couple this with the negative news affecting the 
landscape industry in particular – from overly restrictive water 
conservation laws to the expensive conversion to battery powered 
equipment – and it is easy to see that 2023 is going to be an espe-
cially tough year for all of us.

And let’s not forget Covid that continues to change our lives in so 
many ways, not the least of which is putting the kibosh on many 
of the group in-person activities we all look forward to during the 

Holiday Season and throughout the year. I for one intend to 
remain positive-minded, not just because I need to, 

but because of the wonderful family and friends 
with whom I get to enjoy each day, at work 

and at home.

Regarding the obstacles landscapers 
are facing today, fear not, the cavalry 
is coming! Landscape Warehouse is 
planning classes on various aspects of 
landscaping that will help you do it 

right the first time, using the right equip-
ment and materials for the job that will 

save you time and money. These classes 
may even enable you to charge more for that 

job that will now achieve even more professional 
results. Also, feel free to seek advice from our expert 

bilingual counter staff. Remember it is their goal to provide you 
“Everything you need for your next award-winning landscape.”

As we fight to remain optimistic facing today’s challenges, we must 
take care not to let the Grinch steal our Christmas nor the tax man 
our joy. Don’t let them put a damper on the happiness and comfort 
that comes with knowing The Reason for the Season. He will get us 
through these troubling times…He always does. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from your friends at 
Landscape Warehouse. – José
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JOSÉ ROBLES 
Owner 

Landscape Warehouse

Supplier’s Corner

Soil Analysis Service
• National Independent Certified Lab

• Analysis Recommendations with Graphics
Reports can be send via email or U.S. Mail

• Fast Turnaround • Consulting Services

Analysiwww.gropower.com

909-393-3744 • Fax 909-393-2773 • 15065 Telephone Ave., Chino CA 91710

Reach Your Target MarketReach Your Target Market

ADVERTISE WITH US!ADVERTISE WITH US!
Call John HernandezCall John Hernandez

(626) 715-1757(626) 715-1757
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Sustainable Landscaping

Free Bulk Loading of Compost Offered in Calabasas

For a limited time, the Las Virgenes Triunfo Joint Powers 
Authority (JPA) is offering free bulk loading of compost Monday 

through Friday from 7:30 am to 1:30 pm at the Rancho Las 
Virgenes Composting Facility (Rancho) at 3700 Las Virgenes Road 
at the intersection of Las Virgenes Road and Lost Hills Road in 
Calabasas, CA. 

The JPA's Bulk Loading program 
is geared to help serve the landscape 
maintenance community in our 
region by allowing for the quick 
loading of large quantities of our 
EPA rated Class A Exceptional 
Quality compost for application 
on their customer’s landscape. 
Landscape professionals wishing to 
take advantage of this unique program can get detailed  
information about how to pick up compost at  
www.LVMWD.com/Bulk-Compost. 

The Bulk Loading program offered by the JPA at Rancho represents 
a key component to the JPA’s mission to bring water full circle and 
close the sustainability loop. By utilizing the bio-solids captured in 
the wastewater treatment process and turning them into compost 
to be given away to the community Rancho produces a benefi-

cial product. This compost is an 
important piece of the puzzle that 
is creating a water efficient and sus-
tainable landscape. 

The production of compost also 
allows the JPA to forgo traditional 
means of solids management such 
as the carbon intensive and costly 
process of trucking the bio-solids to 

agricultural areas where they can be land applied or simply dumped 
into a landfill. Accomplishing the creation of a beneficial product 
while eliminating waste is integral to being truly sustainable, a key 
mission of the JPA. 

The JPA is a partnership between the Las Virgenes Municipal Water 
District and Triunfo Water & Sanitation District and provides 
waste water collection and treatment services as well as recycled 
water service to over 130,000 residents.

The Bulk Loading program offered by the JPA 
at Rancho represents a key component to the 
JPA’s mission to bring water full circle and 
close the sustainability loop.

LVMWD.com/Bulk-Compost

Bulk Loading of Compost While Supplies Last.
FREE

AVAILABLE MONDAY - FRIDAY
7:30 AM - 1:30 PM

Rancho Las Virgenes Composting Facility
3700 Las Virgenes Rd.

Calabasas, CA

LAS VIRGENES - TRIUNFO JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY
is now offering

For more information go to:

http://www.LVMWD.com/Bulk-Compost
LVMWD.com/Bulk-Compost
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Wise Words

Equipment
COASTLINE

www.coastlineequipment.com

Sales • Rentals • Parts • Service Your Southern California
Compact Equipment Dealer

OXNARD
1930 E. Lockwood St.
Oxnard, CA 93036
(805) 485-2106

SANTA MARIA
1950 Roemer Place
Santa Maria, CA 93454
(805) 922-8329

SYLMAR
12435 Foothill Blvd.
Sylmar, CA 91342
(818) 890-3353

Call: Chris Chadwick at (805) 207-0632

What Every Employee is Asking Themselves 
By Mark Matteson, Sparking Success

“You can observe a lot by watching…” – Yogi Berra

As I travel the world working with some 
of the finest organizations, occasionally 

insights bubble to the surface. The biggest 
challenge companies face is “Finding and 
Hiring Good People.” I’m not dismissing the 
difficulty of this challenge. But we are ignor-
ing the other side of the coin. That is, “How 

to KEEP the good people we have.”

Every employee is asking three questions whether they realize it or 
not.

1) Do I feel SAFE here?

2) Do I feel like I BELONG here?

3) Do I have a FUTURE here?

What does it mean to feel safe? Webster defines the word to mean: 
“Protected from or not exposed to danger or risk; not likely to be 
harmed or lost.” Yet that definition falls short of the full measure 
of those feelings. Am I safe physically, mentally, emotionally, spiri-
tually, and interpersonally? Do I feel comfortable speaking up? 

Sharing ideas? Confronting a bully or passive/ aggressive behavior?

“The ache for home lives in all of us, the safe place where we can go as 
we are and not be questioned.” – Maya Angelou

This is where assertiveness and self-confidence come in. When we 
aim high, stuff is going to happen that catches us off guard. The risk 
of feeling overwhelmed is always there. In these situations, talent 
is not enough. We need grace, poise, and a strong sense of self. 
Employees don’t leave for a dollar more an hour across the street. 
They leave because they aren’t appreciated, respected, and under-
stood. Their opinions are not valued or even listened to. They want 
to feel safe. We all do. It’s personal and universal.

What does it mean to belong? I have had the delightful oppor-
tunity to work with the largest Contractor in Hawaii many times. 
They have a word I really like: “Ohana” It means: “Family, and 
Family Means Nobody Gets Left Behind or Forgotten. Ohana refers 
to the familial bond that Native Hawaiians share.” I like that. Is 
there a sense of Family here? How can you create a sense of belong-
ing in your organization?

Continued on page 10

MARK 
MATTESON 

Sparking Success

http://www.coastlineequipment.com
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Consumer Fraud

LCIS reps James Debeau, Natalie Balyasny, and 
Brian Arnold talk insurance benefits and policy 

holder rebates with Expo show-goers.

HORIZON staff members Larry Hall, Dottie 
Quiroz, Bryan Bailey, and Adam Green greet 

attendees with smiles and lots of valuable 
landscape supply information.

DELTA BLUEGRASS reps Jeff Henninger and 
Jodie Sheffield talk about the various types of sod 

available to attendees.

WEST COAST TURF reps Anthony Pulizzano 
and Carlos Espana greet Expo attendees.

CLCA INSURANCE SOLUTIONS reps  
Pam Kinne and Bill Deeble enjoy meeting 

insurance needs with Expo attendees.

HUSQVARNA rep Jason Severson talks to 
attendees about the latest battery powered 

equipment and the new legislation.

CLCA INFORMATION BOOTH at the Expo 
is staffed by Cassandra Sonne, Sal Hernandez, 

and Maria Abero.

SMITH PIPE & SUPPLY reps Chris Rockwell, 
Don Rockwell, and Julio Orellana make it a point 
to attend all green industry trade shows in the area, 

meeting old and new clients.

GRO-POWER reps David Dichl and  
Jack Engberg explain the benefits of their  

products with Expo attendees.

SOUTHLAND SOD reps Norm Lopez and 
John Domenici meet and greet attendees at the 

Landscape Expo’s new site for 2022,  
the Anaheim Convention Center on  

Nov. 16 and 17.

MILWAUKEE TOOL display draws guests 
who enter discussion with reps Bradley Herzog 

and Alec Viceconte.

A-G SOD reps Aaron Taylor and Ruben 
Aranibar talk about the benefits of sod to 

Landscape Expo visitors.

Landscape Expo Moves to AnaheimLandscape Expo Moves to Anaheim
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Wise Words

At Hewlett-Packard they hand out an award for going the extra 
mile to their engineers, it’s called “The Golden Banana.” It’s a metal 
banana mounted on a piece of wood with their name etched on 
a plate. It costs about $4.00 to make. Yet the impact is priceless. 
How can you improve the way you acknowledge and recognize 
your team? The best leaders I have met ask questions about their 
employee’s families and listen actively. They remember important 
details and bring them up later. A.R.U. Appreciation, Respect, 
Understanding.

“A deep sense of love and belonging is an irreducible need of all people. 
We are biologically, cognitively, physically, and spiritually wired to love, 
to be loved, and to belong. When those needs are not met, we don’t func-
tion as we were meant to – we break. We fall apart. We become numb. 
We ache. We hurt others. We get sick.” – Brene Brown, Author

What does it mean to have a FUTURE? If I work hard, go the 
extra mile and exceed my company’s expectations, will I move up? Is 
this company growing 20-30% a year? Where will I be in five years? 
Everyone has to have something to look forward to. It says in the 
Old Testament, Proverbs 29:18, “Where there is no vision, the people 
perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he (or she).”

I remember asking my boss, while I was still a technician, when 
offered a choice between accepting a Project Sales or Maintenance 
Sales position, “Which job do most Sales Managers come from?” he 
said, “Maintenance Sales…” I replied, “THAT is the one I want!”

I was thinking about the future.

I conduct an exercise when working with companies. I ask: “What 
is great about this company? Write down three things.” Then I ask, 
“What was the first thing that came to mind?” Then I write down 
their answers on a flip chart or whiteboard. It creates gratitude. You 
can feel the change in mood in the room.

“Be thankful for what you have; you’ll end up having more. If you 
concentrate on what you don’t have, you will never, ever have enough.” 
– Oprah Winfrey

The term “Churn” defines what percentage of internal or exter-
nal clients leave your company compared to the whole. How is 
your churn? Is it 1% 5% 10% 20%? Whatever the number is if 
you remember: SAFE? BELONG? FUTURE? and take actions to 
improve those three simple elements, it will go down. Keep who you 
have first, then go to work on “Attracting Good People!”

We CAN observe a lot by watching! I could be wrong. I was once 
before, in 1988…

Mark Matteson is an inspiring speaker and the author of the interna-
tional bestseller, Freedom from Fear. His company, Sparking Success, is 
located in Edmonds, WA. Phone: (206) 697-0454.

Jerry Robin
Water Wellness Coach / H2 Advisor
Certified Molecular Hydration Specialist

626-644-4239
AAwater@jerryrobin.com

Molecular 
Hydrogen-infused 
Alkaline Water…
From your own kitchen tap!From your own kitchen tap!

No more plastic bottles  No more plastic bottles  
harming the environment!harming the environment!

www.StopBottledWaterWaste.com

What Every Employee is Asking Themselves, from Page 8

CDI # 0B64616

COMMERCIAL INSURANCE PROGRAM

Endorsed broker 
of the HAA

Proud member of CLCA
and an

Text for a Quote!
562.682.0606

http://clca.org/upsell-water-management
http://stopbottledwaterwaste.com
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Richard Daigle, Educator and Thought Leader, 1959–2022
• Irrigator Tech and Green Industry Hall of Fame Founder From an article courtesy of Landscape Communications

Educator, innovator and founder of Irrigator 
Tech and the Green Industry Hall of Fame, 

Richard Daigle, 63, passed away on Friday, 
November 25, 2022, peacefully in his sleep at 
his Ontario home.

Daigle had been a contributing member to 
the Irrigation Industry for over 37 years and 
his background reflects a diverse amount of 
experience and education. It all started in 
1977 while attending Glendora High and 
participating in the Landscape Department’s 
ROP Program. Bit by the bug, he went on to 
own and operate a Landscape Maintenance 
and Nursery from 1977-1983 before branch-
ing out into several other ventures including 
Daigle & Associates that served the Irrigation 
Industry since 1988.

In 2001, Richard had a dream and a goal 
to start an educational school to teach basic 
irrigation concepts to all service providers 
and technicians in the field. Starting out with 
basic certification courses, Irrigator Technical 
Training School taught beginning irrigation, 

implementing elementary techniques and practices 
and coupling hands-on instruction with classroom 
theory. Irrigator Tech has grown to offer a full range 
of classes with certification in several irrigation 
related areas.

Richard has served as President of the California 
Landscape Contractors Association (CLCA) Inland 
Empire Chapter from 2008-2014 and served on 
CLCA’s Education Committee at the state level 
for several years. He founded the Association of 
Latino Landscape Professionals in 2010, Landscape 
Certified Contractors Association in 2013, and co-
founded the Green Industry Hall of Fame in 2005.

Most recently he had developed a podcast through 
iHeart Radio called Irrigator Tech Talk which can 
still be heard at pod.co/irrigator-tech-talk.

The industry is deeply saddened by this loss. He 
leaves behind his daughter, Mckenna, three stepchil-
dren: Megan, Grant, and Drew and his wife of over 
25 years and business partner, Marcie Daigle.

Remembering a Leader in the Green Industry

ARCHITECTURAL LANDSCAPE & OUTDOOR L IGHTINGPRO +

A CELEBRATION OF LIFE  
FOR RICHARD DAIGLE will be held 
January 14, 2023 from 2 to 4 p.m. 

at Jurupa Mountain Discovery Center, 
7621 Granite Hill Drive, Jurupa 

Valley, CA 92509. Come share your 
thoughts, prayers, funny stories, 

and other memories of Richard with 
family and friends.
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New Member Spotlight

SFV and CI Chapters Welcome Milwaukee Tool as a Member

Milwaukee Tool has become a member of the Channel Islands 
and San Fernando Valley Chapters, after previously sponsoring 

events in both chapters. Reps Alec Visconte and Bradley Herzog are 
pleased to be official CLCA members, and both attended the recent 
CLCA Convention.

Milwaukee Electric Tool Company History Highlights
•  In 1924, Henry Ford asked the founder of Milwaukee for a 

powerful corded drill that he could use on something he called 
an “assembly line.” That was a huge success and the 
company took off from there, specializing in heavy-
duty commercial and industrial tools.

•  In 1951, Milwaukee revolutionized the industry by 
inventing the first-ever reciprocating saw to replace 
manual sawing work.

•  In 1982, Milwaukee changed the industry again with its portable 
band saw.

•  In 2008, Milwaukee was the first company in the world to put a 
lithium-ion battery on a power tool, and the patents it created are 
still paying off today. There are currently more than 90 million 
Milwaukee batteries in the market, and the compatibility has never 
changed since 2008. Every tool made today works with every bat-
tery made in 2008, and vice versa.

•  In the 2010s, customers from various trades began asking 
Milwaukee for landscaping tools. Its product offering began grow-

ing into the full line that it is today (again, all having the same 
battery compatibility with their existing tools).

•  In 2021, California passed SB 170 restricting the sale of gas equip-
ment by 2024. The following year…this year… the company 
assembled the first team of field specialists focused on working 
100% with the landscaping professional in Southern California. 
That team includes Alec Viceconte, Bradley Herzog, and Kyle 
Calvo.

•  This team has been working closely with the 
California Air Research Board (CARB) to develop 
the Clean Off-Road Engine (CORE) funding pro-
gram to help small businesses transition from gas to 
battery equipment.

Brad graduated from Butler University (Indianapolis) in 2020 and 
was relocated to Miami due to fluency in Spanish. After a brief stint 
in Houston, he now serves the needs of landscape trades in Southern 
California.

Alec graduated from Florida International University (Miami) in 
2021 and was relocated to Palm Beach. He accepted a promotion to 
Southern California to help launch the Jobsite Solutions team for 
Landscaping Trades in summer 2022, now calling on LA County, 
the IE, and San Diego.

We welcome Brad and Alec to our CLCA family. (Their photos 
appear with the Landscape Expo vendor photos on page 9.)

THANK YOU to all the generous Sponsors 
of the 8th Annual Channel Islands Chapter 

Deep Sea Fishing Trip!

 

Name #1________________________________________ Company ___________________________________
Phone__________________________________________ Email _____________________________________ 
Name #2________________________________________ No. of Angler(s) @ $125 ______               $________ 
Name #3________________________________________ Sponsorship @ $250                     $________ 
Name #4________________________________________ TOTAL Enclosed:                    $________ 
IF PAYING BY CREDIT CARD:

Name on card_____________________________________________________ Signature____________________________________________________

Card #___________________________________________________________ Exp. Date___________ Sec Code_____________

Billing Address (addr, city, state, zip)______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Send completed form and check (made payable to California Landscape Contractors Association – Please write  
“Channel Islands Fishing Trip” in the Memo line) to: John R. Hernandez, CLCA Channel Islands Chapter Treasurer

18466 Dragonera Drive, Rowland Heights, CA 91748. For more information: (626) 715-1757

Name ____________________________________  Company ____________________________________ 

Phone __________________________________  Email _________________________________________

$125.00 x _____ Angler(s)

Total Enclosed: __________

Send completed form and check (made payable to California Landscape Contractors Association) to:
John R. Hernandez, CLCA Channel Islands Chapter Treasurer 

18466 Dragonera Drive, Rowland Heights, CA 91748

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: No ice chests, glass bottles, illegal 
drugs, firearms, or alcohol may be brought onto the boat.

Online Sign-Up and Payment: www.clcachannelislands.org

New Boat,  
New Sportfishing Landing, 

Same Big Fun!
Join us on Friday, September 16 on the 65-ft. 
Coroloma Sportfishing vessel for a full day 
of fishing in the waters around the beautiful 
Channel Islands. The Coroloma is based out of 
Hook’s Landing in the same general area as our 
previous fishing trips, but on the other side of 
the harbor.

Previous years’ trips have sold out in a matter of 
days, so don’t be left out. Get your reservations 
in now while there is still plenty of room for you 
and your fishing buddies.

Fill out the names of the anglers in your party 
if that has been decided. If not, call John 
Hernandez at (626) 715-1757 and tentatively 
reserve your spots. Fishing spots are only fully 
secured when payment is received.

Suppliers: bring your favorite contractors  
with you! Fishing is $125 per person.  

FISH ON!

ANGLER SIGN-UP FORM
8th Annual CLCA 

Channel Islands Chapter

Friday, September 16, 2022
5 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Hook’s Sportfishing
3550 Harbor Blvd. #115

Oxnard, CA 93035
(805) 382-6233

Thanks to our Sponsors so far:

For more info on Sponsorship opportunities and benefits:  
Contact John R. Hernandez, CLCA Channel Islands Treasurer

eldoradowriters@gmail.com or (626) 715-1757

SK LANDSCAPE  
DESIGN, INC.



SFV CLCA Valleyscape   December 2022   13 

Support Our Advertisers!

Customize your coverage
“All in a day’s work” can mean different things for 
different businesses. Make sure your insurance 
matches your needs!

• Great Value  • 24/7 Service   
• 100% CLCA Owned

insureclca.com

License #0I72721

ENGAGE
WITH YOUR

CLCA

http://clca.org/upsell-water-management
http://www.eldoradocommunicationspublications.info
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Timelessness of Yuletide Love

As the flowers turn to the rising sun in the morning, I find that in 
the morning I enjoy greeting the sunrise, as I greet our Creator 

that we all know as God. I know that, as we all turn to God, He 
turns to us. This is always a celebration as a 
way and wonder of each one of our lives.

December is always a terrific time to 
reflect back on love given and received 
on our life’s journey. It is also the time to 
consider the love given and received from 
and to those around us. Reflecting on our 
achievements, victories and successes in the 
creative opportunities that came our way 
throughout the year, allows us to thank 
God for them because they came from 
Him. 

We expect to live a New Year with good health, prosperity, loving 
kindness, and abundant creativity as we “walk in faith.” Know that 
God’s invitation to the good in our lives is an open invitation that 
is eternally open to everyone of us. Even in sometimes dark, cloudy 
times, you…we can still feel that special warmth of Yuletide love 
that surrounds us and remains with us the year ‘round. 

I have found that our Creator is timeless. He invented time but 
is not bound by it. He is the source, unchanging, the continu-
ity and conclusion of every experience in our lives. Not just at 
Christmastime, although at this time of year we especially bring 

into remembrance “the Reason for the 
Season.” Christ consciousness is the 
Thread of Life the weaves all life together. 

And, just as 
important is 
the special time 
of Hanukkah 
that recognizes 
the threshold 
of awakening 
within. And yes…we are all awakening 
individual sentient beings.

The original gift to us with our first breath 
of life is love from the Divine nature of our 
Creator. “For God so loved…” That kiss 

of life empowers us for our journey of living, exploring, and being. 
His gifts to His children are what allow us to live the abundant life 
filled with love and happiness we all seek. And at Christmas, we are 
reminded of God’s Greatest Gift…His Son.

Maria and I are so grateful for the many terrific memories we have 
concerning our SFV CLCA members and friends. Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year to all.

“Today you are you! That is truer than true!  
There is no one alive that is you-er than you.” – Dr. Seuss 

Just Takin’ a Moment

DAVID JUNOD 
Sheridan Landscaping, 

Inc.

Maria and I are so grateful for the 
many terrific memories we have 
concerning our SFV CLCA members 
and friends. Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year to all.

~KURAPIA~

Ask us about 
other water saving
turfgrasses, too!

westcoastturf.com
888/893-8873

• A turfgrass alternative changing the industry

• No need to sacrifice lawns to save water on landscape

• Grows low to the ground rarely exceeding 1”

• Dark green year round, and if left un-mowed produces   
  small white flowers May-November

DRoUght
toleRAnt 

 gRoUnDcoveR
soD

FEBRUARY 9, 2023
San Mateo Event Center

GROWING 
FORWARD

Learn more! norcaltradeshow.org

Trade Show and Educational Seminars

Landscape
Nursery Show

&Landscape
Nursery Show

&

http://westcoastturf.com
http://norcaltradeshow.org


COMPACT MACHINES.
WITH FULL-SIZE IMPACT.

Equipment
COASTLINE

www.coastlineequipment.com

John Deere Compact Construction Equipment 
are packed with technology like JD Link to help
maximize productivity and power up your project, 
from the factory. Customers can take advantage 
of John Deere Skid Steers, Excavators, and even
Compact Track Loaders with Topcon 3D grade 
control built-in. 

OUT HERE. WE’RE ALL IN.Long Beach, CA
(562) 272-7400

Santa Ana, CA
(714) 265-5500

Oxnard, CA
(805) 485-2106

Sylmar, CA
(818) 890-3353

Jerome, ID
(208) 324-2900 

Las Vegas, NV
(702) 399-2700

Bakersfield, CA
(661) 399-3600

Santa Maria, CA
(805) 922-8329

Meridian, ID
(208) 888-3337

McCall, ID
(208) 634-3903

Elko, NV
(775) 777-7070

John Deere 333G Smartgrade

Need Financing? 
Get Approved from

your phone.
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